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By Simon Ducatel
The Town and RM of Lac du 

Bonnet are pooling their resourc-
es to create new recreational 
opportunities at the Laker’s Ski 
Club property.

RM council passed a reso-
lution on Nov. 19 accepting 
the joint recreation facility 
agreement with the objective 
of breathing new life into the 
former Laker’s site, located at 
30 PR 502.

“I think that this is definitely, 
from a recreational hub stand-
point, going to be an exciting 
venture,” said Reeve Loren 
Schinkel. “I think the possibili-
ties here are endless.”

The municipalities are collab-
orating to transform the Laker’s 
site into a community recreation 
hub. This past spring, the RM 
had expressed its desire to reme-
diate the property in coordination 
with the town under a shared 
vision for a four-season hub to 
benefit residents in the future.

The Laker’s Ski Club ran 
from 1948 to 2006 when the 
property was turned over to the 
town under the condition that 
the site was reserved exclusively 
for recreational use. The club’s 

assets were sold off by the town 
the following year. 

Although technically owned 
by the town, the property is 
located in the RM. The site is 
currently being used by the Fire 
and Water Music Festival on the 
August long weekend.

In recent years, the building 
had fallen into disrepair with no 
maintenance or upkeep done by 
either municipality. 

The initial phase of the joint 
council vision has already started 
to become a reality with the 
demolition of the former Laker’s 
Ski Club building and site prepa-
ration for new structures. The 
boathouse still resides on the 
property. 

The agreement defines the 
roles, responsibilities and fi-
nancial contributions of each 
municipality for the operation, 
development and management 
of the shared recreation facility. 

As well, the purchase of 
a new dock for the property 
has been approved at a cost of 
$15,000 with RM funds be-
ing drawn from the recreation 
reserve and the expense being 
shared with the town covering 
half as per the agreement’s 50-
50 cost-sharing clause, which 

includes insurance.
The agreement also stipulates 

that space within the property 
may be rented or leased to out-
side organizations, businesses 
or entrepreneurs for purposes 
consistent with the goals of the 
facility, with any revenues shared 
accordingly.

Any proposed developments, 
activities or improvements per-
taining to the property will be 
presented at a joint meeting so 
projects can be reviewed and 
considered by both councils prior 
to approval.

The agreement became valid 
as of Nov. 20 for a three-year 
term. It will automatically be 
renewed for successive five-
year terms unless either party 
provides written notice of intent 
to either terminate or modify the 
document. 

Additionally, the agreement 
outlines an inventory of build-
ings as well as 189 pieces of 
equipment including skates and 
skis. 

Offering his own thoughts, 
Deputy Reeve Greg Mandzuk 
said he’s long been a supporter 
of fostering opportunities in 
recreation, which he described 
as, “one of the true pillars that 
RMs and towns and municipali-
ties in general have been built on 
for years.” 

He also acknowledged that 
delivering recreational oppor-
tunities in a large municipality 
like the RM is an ongoing effort.

“For those people that ques-
tion, ‘Why this area, or why that 
area?’ Well, with an RM this big, 
I think having different areas 
with recreational opportunities, 
this being one exciting one that 
we’re jointly going forward with 
the town, represents a huge move 
forward in terms of recreation.”

Lac du Bonnet councils pooling resources to develop former Laker’s Ski Club site
RM, Town sign joint rec agreement

File photo
A new metal roof was installed on the boathouse this year.

Photo submitted
Nicole and Sal Napoleone are all smiles at the Lac du Bonnet 

Chamber of Commerce Community Christmas Tree Lighting on 
Dec. 1. The couple donated the tree for the event that saw around 

100 people flock to the Lac du Bonnet town dock where Santa 
made an appearance.

Light Bright
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Sunrise School Divi-
sion hosted Dr. Valdine 
Bjornson at École Dugald 
School as part of the Nov. 
22 divisional professional 
development day for early 
years teachers. 

Dr. Bjornson is a certi-
fied reading clinician, the 
founder of the Reading and 
Learning Clinic of Manito-
ba and the Education Direc-
tor for Teachers for Reading 
Canada. She is committed 
to providing Canadian edu-
cators with evidence-based 
professional development 
and advocating for students 
with dyslexia, dysgraphia, 
and dyscalculia. Addition-
ally, she is an accredited 
Structured Literacy/Dys-
lexia Specialist through 
the International Dyslexia 
Association.

Dr. Bjornson reinforced 

that students require ex-
plicit, systematic phonics-
based instruction. She ex-
plained that the brain must 
map words to enable recall, 
which involves students 
being able to pronounce 
words, write the corre-
sponding sounds as letters, 
understand the meaning of 
the word and its compo-
nents, and recognize the 
origins of the word or its 
parts. Additionally, she 

highlighted the importance 
of the timing of reading 
instruction because the 
gap between skilled and 
struggling readers tends 
to widen over time, un-
derscoring the need for 
early and effective literacy 
instruction.

Sunrise School Division 
has already begun shifting 
approaches to teaching lit-
eracy. This includes teach-
ing phonological awareness 

(the ability to recognize and 
manipulate the sounds of 
spoken words) and phonics 
in a manner that is explicit 
and systematic within the 
early years. This approach 
is based on the latest sci-
entific research, is proven 
to be effective and is sup-
ported by the recent posi-
tion statements from the 
Manitoba Pediatrician So-

ciety, Canadian Pediatric 
Society and the Manitoba 
Association of School Psy-
chologists.

Some changes in class-
rooms include sound walls 
instead of word walls, de-
codable books instead of 
levelled books and a con-
centration on word study 
instead of traditional spell-
ing tests.

Sunrise shifting approach to literacy

Dr. Valdine Bjornson
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While some RCMP of-
ficers in Manitoba have 
started using body-worn 
cameras to remove po-
lice and public bias, it is 
believed North Eastman 
detachments will not have 
access to them until this 
coming spring.

The Manitoba RCMP 
has begun their portion 
of the national rollout of 
body-worn cameras. Offic-
ers will usually wear their 
Axon Public Safety Canada 
Inc. cameras on their chest 
and the public will know 
it’s recording when a red 
light is visible and flash-
ing below the lens of the 
camera. The cameras will 
be on during service calls 
and investigations as well 
as responses to protests and 
mental health calls. The 
devices will not be engaged 
in situations where there is 
an expectation of privacy 
including strip searches or 
in washrooms, hospitals 

and treatment centres.
RCMP Sgt. Paul Manai-

gre said police believe the 
body-worn cameras will 
help increase trust between 
police and the communi-
ties they serve because the 
video evidence collected 
will provide an independent 
and objective way to capture 
interactions between all 
parties involved. It will also 
help resolve public com-
plaints more quickly and 
improve evidence gathering.

A 28-year member of 
the RCMP, Manaigre said 
the majority of that time 
he has been working at de-
tachments and responding 
to calls from the public for 
assistance. Over the course 
of his career he has had in-
teractions with thousands of 
individuals in almost every 
policing scenario imagina-
ble. Thankfully, the vast 
majority of those interac-
tions are peaceful and often 
even positive, and do not 

result in any kind of con-
cern from the member of 
the public who is involved 
or from the RCMP. 

He said there are, how-
ever, times when the inter-
action is difficult, a scene 
is chaotic and where the 
situation evolves to a point 
where there is potential for 
danger. 

“When we arrive at a 
scene, we know it may be 
on the person’s worst day 
of their lives, and emotions 
may be running high for the 
responding officers, they 
are going into an unknown 
situation, and there may be 
a high level of risk associ-
ated to the call,” Manaigre 
said. “There are so many 
things happening at once, 
and interactions at the scene 
can be remembered differ-
ently by both the officer and 
the member of the public.”

He said if there is a dis-
crepancy as to what oc-
curred during the call, the 
video can now be reviewed, 
which benefits the public 
and the police. The use of 
these cameras will be com-
plemented by a digital evi-
dence management system 
that will be used to store and 
manage body-worn video.

“This video review takes 
away police and public bias 
as to what happened and 
what was said. The fact 
that statements are recorded 
and that the cameras will be 
recording when evidence is 

located at the scene will no 
doubt also be very benefi-
cial to investigations.”

In southern Manitoba, 
Steinbach was the first to 
begin using cameras as of 
Nov. 22 with detachments 
in Portage la Prairie, Ama-
ranth and Treherne kicked 
off Dec. 4. East St. Paul, 
Grand Marais and Selkirk 
begin Jan. 7 with St-Pierre-
Jolys starting Jan. 22. 

Manaigre said Beause-
jour and Oakbank detach-
ments are scheduled for 

March 2025, but he was un-
able to provide information 
on the Powerview and Lac 
du Bonnet detachments as 
he believes “those are need-
ing infrastructure upgrades 
prior to the rollout.”

By April 2025, it is 
expected that over 490 
Manitoba RCMP officers 
in 44 detachments will be 
equipped with body-worn 
cameras. This will include 
detachments providing po-
licing services to Ebb and 
Flow, Peguis, Sioux Valley 
and a number of other First 
Nation communities.

All other detachments 
throughout Manitoba will 
have body-worn cameras 
and the digital evidence 

management system rolled 
out to them in a phased 
approach over the course 
of the next 18 months. An 
estimated 700 cameras are 
expected to be used by 
Manitoba RCMP officers.

“Communities have 
been asking for more ac-
countability and transpar-
ency in policing,” said As-
sistant Commissioner Scott 
McMurchy, Commanding 
Officer, Manitoba RCMP. 
“(The) launch... truly dem-
onstrates our commitment 
to enhancing the trust be-
tween the Manitoba RCMP 
and the communities we so 
proudly serve throughout 
the province.”

– Staff

RCMP
Body-worn cameras will show what was seen and heard when in use.

RCMP body-worn cameras deployed
North Eastman detachments to begin using recording devices this coming spring
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By Louise Daymond
My goodness is surpris-

ing how quickly November 
comes and goes, isn’t it? 

And it’s lovely to have 
fresh snow to herald De-
cember. It somehow takes 
the edge off the cold weath-
er, I find. Speaking of snow, 
what better time to give the 
first shout out to our Public 
Works crew for clearing the 
streets and parking lots so 
promptly last week. Some-
one remarked that we are 
so lucky here, and that has 
been true for decades.

The next three weeks 
are chock full of fun-filled 
activities for all ages, plus 
opportunities to support 
benevolent causes in our 
community and region.

How’s your Christmas 
shopping going? Have you 
got the gifts but no time to 
wrap? Or maybe wrapping 
isn’t your thing. Whatever 
the case may be, the Pinawa 
Health Auxiliary’s got you 
covered. Take your gifts 
to the mall every Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
the super friendly gals will 
wrap them for you while 
you wait. It’s a free service 
by donation, so it’s a win-
win for everyone.

The tradition of prepar-
ing Christmas Hampers 
with donated dry goods and 
toys has changed dramati-
cally since COVID. You 
can still contribute by do-
nating funds to the Pinawa 
Foundation or in the PCF 
church office in the Access 
Mall. The money will be 
used to purchase local store 
gift cards or store credit for 
60 families in Pinawa and 
the catchment area. Anyone 
who would like to be added 
to the list of recipients can 
contact the PCF via phone 
or text at 204-753-8439. All 
requests will be held in the 
strictest confidence.

Head  down to  the 
Pinawa Winter Town Mar-
ket at the community centre 
Dec. 14 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. There are approxi-
mately 40 vendors who will 

have a wide assortment of 
handmade and distributed 
products for sale, several 
who are new to our markets. 
The Pinawa Health Aux-
iliary will be making their 
Christmas Raffle Draw at 
that time, and will also be 
wrapping gifts for dona-
tion. There is a possibility 
of a canteen in the MPR, 
but the interested vendor 
hadn’t confirmed as of press 
deadline. The Pinawa Town 
Markets have a $2 admis-
sion and request that you 
bring a ‘Tin for the Bin’ in 
support of the Lac du Bon-
net and Area Food Bank if 
you are able. Admission is 

donated to a local charitable 
cause. The Market also sup-
ports local volunteer groups 
who can assist with set-up 
and take-down was $50. 
Call Louise at 204-753-
2604 for more information.

On Dec. 15, start your 
day with Breakfast with 
Santa at the Pinawa Club 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m., then 
head over to the Orville 
Acres Arena for Festive 
Family Day from 1-3 p.m.

The Recreation depart-
ment is hosting another Try-

A-Sport sessions on Dec. 
15 from noon to 12:45 p.m. 
at the Orville Acres Arena. 
Pre-register by emailing 
recreation@pinawa.com. 
All participants must have 
skates and a helmet, and 
parents must participate 
with any children who are 
registered.

The annual school Holi-
day Concert takes place at 
the community centre Dec. 
18 starting at 6:30. 

It’s Christmas Story 
Time at the library at 3:30 
p.m. on Dec. 20, complete 
with snacks, refreshments 
and, of course, a Christmas 
story!

The Pinawa Holiday 
Cheer Committee has been 
collecting registrations for 
the annual Street Light 
Competition. The fun thing 
about this competition is 
that friends and neighbours 
join in on the collective 
theme for their street, as op-
posed to one or two houses 
in a neighbourhood. The 
judging takes place Dec. 20 
at 6 p.m.

Join with the Holiday 
Cheer Committee at the 
Pinawa Club for a fun 

evening of games and local 
talent Dec. 21. It’s Holly 
Jolly Happy Hour from 6-8 
p.m. followed by a Merry 
and Bright Mic Night at 8 
p.m. There will be a 50/50 
draw, snacks and table 

games, too. Sounds like so 
much fun, doesn’t it?

Register your teams for 
the annual 4-on-4 Hockey 
Tournament hosted by Rick 
Backer by calling/texting 
204-345-3262. The tourna-
ment takes place Dec. 21 
from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Don’t forget Chase the 
Ace at the Pinawa Club is 
paused until the New Year.

Let me know if you’ve 
got items to share in my 
column 204-753-2604 and 
leave a message.

Photo by Louise Daymond
The Pinawa Health Auxiliary is wrapping gifts for donation at the Access Mall kiosk 
every Saturday until Christmas from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Linda Kuhn and Andi Dekker 

were joined by Jaimie Kuhn and Jailin Gallinger for the first session.

Pet Paws

PUT YOUR PET IN PRINT!
Submit a photo of your fur family member to 

ldbnews@clipper.mb.ca

Photo submitted
Theodore is a three-year-old Australian cattle dog.

Smart, fast, and full of energy, Theo is a clever 
little athlete, always ready to show off his skills on 

the obstacle course.
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Police are reminding 
North Eastman residents 
that when a school bus is 
stopped with its red lights 
activated and stop signs de-
ployed, traffic in both lanes 
on a highway must come to 
a stop. The fine for failing 
to do is $672.

LAC DU BONNET
& AREA

The Lac du Bonnet de-
tachment’s main incident 
reporting line for non-emer-
gencies is 204-345-8685. 
The administration office 
for general questions is 
204-345-6311. For emer-
gencies, always dial 911.

2024-11-25 Lac du Bon-
net RCMP were dispatched 
to a single vehicle colli-
sion in the RM of Lac du 
Bonnet in which heavy 
snowfall and icy road con-
ditions had contributed to 
a vehicle sliding through 
an intersection and into the 
ditch. There were no serious 
injuries reported. Alcohol 
was not a factor.

2024-11-27 Whitemouth 
RCMP received a report 
of a break and enter to the 
garage at a cottage property 
in the Whiteshell Provincial 
Park in which various tools 
and a generator were stolen. 

2024-12-01 Pinawa 
RCMP were advised of a 
vehicle in the ditch in the 
LGD of Pinawa. Checks 

on the vehicle showed it to 
be registered. The vehicle 
was taped off and left for 
the owner to arrange a tow.

OAKBANK
& AREA

To make a report to the 
Oakbank detachment, call 
the 24-hour dispatch line at 
204-444-3391. The admin-
istration office for general 
questions is 204-444-3847. 
For emergencies, always 
dial 911.

Oakbank RCMP re-
ceived 40 calls for service 
from Nov. 25 to Dec. 1.

2024-11-25 Springfield 
Police Services were called 
to a business in Oakbank 
regarding a hostile person.  
Members attended and en-
countered an individual 
refusing to leave. Members 
intervened and were able to 
get the individual to leave 
the business.

2024-11-25 Oakbank 
RCMP and Springfield Po-
lice responded to a jack-
knifed semi in Springfield. 
Investigation on going and 
charges pending.

2024-11-26 RCMP re-
ceived a request of well 
being check with an elderly 
person in the RM of Spring-
field as they had walked 
away from the residence 
with very little clothing on.  
Members were on route 
when they received a call 

that the person had found 
their way back home and 
were no longer needed. 

2024-11-27 Oakbank 
RCMP were called to a sin-
gle vehicle accident in Oak-
bank. No injuries. Vehicle 
towed as it was undriveable 
and public works was called 
due to damage to a stop 
sign. With the recent snow 
motorists are reminded to 
drive to the conditions of 
the weather and roads.

2024-11-27 While on 
patrol, Springfield Police 
received a hit on a vehicle 
being driven on PR 206 that 
is registered to a prohibited 
driver. Police initiated a 
stop to verify the driver. 
Springfield Police were 
able to identify the driver 
through MPI. Driver ar-
rested and charged with 
Operation While Prohib-
ited. Driver released on an 
appearance notice to attend 
court. 

2024-11-28 Due to slip-
pery icy conditions, two 
traffic collisions were re-
ported to Oakbank RCMP. 
In both instances, vehicles 
lost control and entered the 
ditch. Both vehicles towed. 
Once driver received medi-
cal attention. 

2024-11-29 Oakbank 
RCMP were called to assist 
East St. Paul Community 
Safety officer as they had 
pulled over a vehicle for 
speeding on Wenzel Street 
and the driver required an 
ignition interlock device to 
which they had not had in-
stalled. Members attended 
and issued the driver the 
appropriate tickets. Vehicle 
was impounded. This would 
not have happened if the 
driver had followed MPI’s 
rules. 

2024-11-30 Oakbank 
RCMP were called to a 
possible theft of a vehicle. 
Members discussed the 
situation with both parties. 
Found to be no theft, but 
a civil disagreement. No 
further investigation.

2024-12-01 Oakbank 
RCMP received a call of 
a suspicious person on 
a property in the RM of 
Springfield. Property own-
ers were home and able to 
get a full description of the 
person and vehicle. Investi-
gation on going. 

BEAUSEJOUR
& AREA

The Beausejour RCMP 
Administration Office is 
open Monday to Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. To 
file a police report, please 
call 204-268-2612. If it’s an 
emergency, call 911.  

Due to the postal strike, 
all criminal records have to 
be picked up at the admin-
istration office.

No report submitted.

CANADIAN 
ANTI-FRAUD 

CENTRE
The CAFC handles 

complaints about false, 
deceptive, misleading, or 
fraudulent acts, including 
telemarketing, mail fraud, 
ID theft, internet fraud, and 
other consumer scams with 
a Canadian connection. It 
plays a role in the collection 
and dissemination of infor-
mation to the appropriate 
enforcement agency. The 
CAFC educates the public 
about specific scams and 
distributes educational and 
prevention resource mate-
rials. Coordinated by the 
Ontario Provincial Police, 

the RCMP, and the Compe-
tition Bureau of Canada, its 
services are offered in both 
official languages. Hours 
are 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., 
Monday to Friday.

https://www.antifraud 
centre.ca/

Phone:  1-888-495-8501
Emergency scams prey 

on your fear of a loved 
one being hurt or in trou-
ble. Scammers claim to be 
someone you know and 
tell you they need money 
immediately.

Scenarios they may use 
include:

• Needing bail money 
because they’ve been ar-
rested;

• Being in a car acci-
dent or

• Trouble returning from 
a foreign country.

Reports are showing a 
new variation where fraud-
sters contact you via email 
or text message, claiming 
to be a loved one asking for 
a favour. For this favour, 
they’ll ask you to send 
money or gift cards.

Fraudsters will:
• Claim to be law en-

forcement officials, or law-
yers or impersonate the 
grandchild/family member;

•  Use urgency and 
threats to convince you to 
take out money;

• Claim that there is a 
“gag order” preventing you 
from speaking about the 
situation; or 

• If you agree to pay the 
requested amount (cash or 
cryptocurrency), fraudsters 
will arrange to pick up the 
funds in person or will ask 
you to send cash in the mail.

Broken Phone Scam
The CAFC is getting 

reports about a fraudulent 
emergency text or social 
media messages. The fraud-
ster might claim to be a 
family member or loved 
one, saying that their cell 
phone is broken or has 
been dropped in water. The 
fraudster will then provide 
an alternate phone number 
to contact them at. They 
will proceed to ask for a 
favour by requesting funds 
from the victim to repair 
the broken phone or to pay 
a bill.

This is a screenshot from 
a reported emergency scam 

using the broken phone 
variation (for example, in 
English only).

Grandparent Scams
A senior gets a phone 

call, typically on their 
home phone/landline, from 
a caller claiming to be their 
grandchild or calling on 
behalf of their grandchild. 
They say they need money 
as soon as possible, whether 
to pay bail, lawyer’s fees, 
hospital fees, or ambulance 
fees. They will say the pay-
ment is needed immediately 
to avoid going to jail or to 
be released from jail.

Note: These types of 
scams can target anyone, 
not just seniors or grand-
parents.

How to protect yourself
• If you receive a phone 

call claiming to be from a 
family member in an emer-
gency, hang up the phone 
and contact them directly 
using a phone number you 
already have – not one 
provided by the suspected 
fraudster. 

• If the caller claims 
to be a law enforcement 
official, hang up and call 
your local police directly 
using a phone number from 
a reputable source – not one 
provided by the suspected 
fraudster. 

• Be suspicious of tel-
ephone calls that require 
you to act immediately and 
request money for a family 
member in distress.

• Listen to that inner 
voice that is screaming at 
you, “This doesn’t sound 
right.” 

• It is important to know 
the Canadian criminal jus-
tice system does not allow 
for someone to be bailed out 
of jail with cash or crypto-
currency. 

• Be careful what you 
post online. 

• Scammers can get de-
tails that you share on social 
media platforms and dating 
sites to target you or get 
names and details about 
your loved ones.

• Don’t trust caller ID 
names and numbers. 

• Scammers use tech-
nology to disguise the ac-
tual number they are calling 
from and can make it appear 
as a trusted phone number, 
also known as spoofing.

We welcome your Letters to the Editor.
Please send your letter 

with contact info to

THE CLIPPER 
27-3rd St. S., Beausejour

74-2nd St., Lac du Bonnet
e-mail: news@clipper.mb.ca   

Final publication of Letters to the Editor remains the sole 
discretion of the publisher. All are subject to editing 

for space and/or legal considerations. 
Letters must be submitted with author’s 

name and contact info.
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Email your answer to 
news@clipper.mb.ca
or call 204-268-4700

Please include your full 
name, home community 

and date the photo 
appeared in 
The Clipper.

Photos by Pioneer Village Museum
 in Beausejour

Last week’s What’s It?
The What’s It? object in the Nov. 28 edition of The 

Clipper was a WOOD HEATER.
Congratulations to Derrick Nault of Niagara Falls, Ont. 

for being the only person to provide the correct answer this 
week; “This week’s What’s It? is a wood heater.

Good luck this week.

Clipper Publishing’s 
What’s It? Challenge

Can you identify
what this item is 
and what it was 

used for?

I had the pleasure of 
taking part in the annual 
Christmas on Park event 
in Beausejour on Nov. 
22. It was a great way to 
ring in the holiday season 
and I thank all the busi-
nesses that participated, as 
well as the organizers and 
volunteers who continue 
to make this community 
celebration a tremendous 
success every year. For-
tunately, the snow arrived 
in time. 

Another annual event 
at this time of year is the 
Manitoba Government’s 
Speech from the Throne, 
though the speech on Nov. 
19 hasn’t been a cause for 
celebration. The NDP’s 
preview of its legislative 
plans for the year ahead 
showed no vision for 
addressing Manitoba’s 

rising crime, increasing 
health care wait-times, 
and overcrowded schools. 
The speech was a short-
sighted failure in matters 
of affordability and our 
province’s economic 
health. Premier Wab 
Kinew and his government 
are offering empty rhetoric 
on affordability with no 
effort to lower grocery 
prices, reduce taxes, grow 
the economy or improve 
trade, other than depend-
ing on initiatives and in-
vestments by the previous 
Progressive Conservative 
government. 

The PC’s left this NDP 
government with over 
$1/4 billion surplus in 
2023. They also received 
a historic $842 million 
windfall from the federal 
government in transfer 
payments. Federal trans-
fers are going up this year 
with Manitoba receiving 
$4.3 billion in equalization 
that began in April. That 
is a 24 per cent increase 
from last year. Yet after 
only one year since form-
ing government, Kinew’s 
NDP has taken Manitoba 

into a $2 billion deficit.
The Premier’s recent 

announcement of in-
creased funding for mu-
nicipalities appears noth-
ing more than a financial 
shell game. In reality, the 
NDP has cut $16.9 million 
in annual funding from 
municipalities, including 
$12.5 from the Building 
Sustainable Communities 
program and $4.4 mil-
lion from Green Team. 
That means the Premier’s 
promise of a $16.8 million 
guaranteed increase for 
municipalities actually 
nets out to less than zero, 
and that doesn’t even take 
into account his cuts to the 
Arts, Culture and Sport in 
Community grants, which 
was $100 million. So, 
while the Premier is get-
ting a 24 per cent increase 
in equalization from the 
Federal Government, he is 
giving municipalities less 
than zero in new funding 
this year. I think Manitoba 
municipalities deserve bet-
ter and I think the Premier 
can do better, by sharing 
the wealth.

An upcoming hydro 

rate freeze mentioned 
in the Throne Speech is 
another NDP recycled 
promise, and without any 
proposal to pay for it. This 
coming from a govern-
ment that has just given 
itself the power to raise 
hydro rates at the cabinet 
table and raised hydro 
rates across the board by 
one per cent last spring. 
A rate freeze today would 
bring rate shock and surg-
ing prices tomorrow and 
the independent Public 
Utility Board was created 
to assess hydro rates based 
on facts, not political 
pandering.

It’s the same lack of 
accountability from the 
Kinew government on 
other taxes.  They hit 
homeowners with a $148 
million education property 
tax hike while cancelling 
plans for nine new schools 
that included over 770 
daycare spaces. Don’t 
forget, the NDP will also 
be ending the education 
property tax phase-out 
while allowing 17 per cent 
school tax increases on 
homeowners and seniors.  
Manitobans really are pay-
ing more and getting less 
from this government.

Meanwhile, residents 
of Lac du Bonnet are 
awaiting construction of 
their town’s planned per-
sonal care home, and for 
the government to keep to 
the project’s time line. We 
are hoping to see shovels 
in the ground on the $66.4 
million care home before 
the New Year, but the 
NDP have been slow to 
keep their promises on this 
project. 

This is the time of year 
when communities come 
together to aide those who 
struggle to make ends 
meet. We are fortunate in 
our region to have many 
organizations and busi-
nesses that make the effort 
to collect funds, food, 
clothing and toys for fami-
lies in need. Whether it be 
a local charity, hamper or 
food bank, there are many 
opportunities to donate 
if you are able, so that 
all may share in a happy 
holiday season. Merry 
Christmas and all the best 
in the New Year!

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please 
feel free to email me at 
wayne@wayneewasko.
com, or call me at 204-
268-3282.

By Wayne Ewasko, MLA for Lac du Bonnet

Wayne’s Worldly View 
from the Legislature
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By Jen Kemball, Assistant 
Librarian, 204-367-8443

Gingerbread Man
Library Allard is having 

a Gingerbread Colouring 
Contest. Simply come to 
the library to pick up your 
colouring page. You can also 
print it at home. Drop off 
anytime until Dec 17. Com-
munity members will decide 
which one is their favourite 
for each category. We will 
tally up and 1 winner for each 
age category will be chosen. 
Pick up your gingerbread 
colouring page anytime.

Heritage Christmas 
Village

Back by popular de-
mand, this holiday season 
Library Allard will have it’s 
beautiful Dicken’s Dept. 56 
Heritage Christmas Village 
set up for community mem-
bers to view in December. 
The beautiful 40-plus piece 
collection was donated to 
the library by a community 
member’s niece. It was be 
set up at the end of Novem-
ber so please stop by to see 
it in person. You won’t be 
disappointed.

In House Games
Visit the library, from 

Nov. 30 to Dec. 30 to deco-
rate our two snowmen! 
We have a boy and a girl 
snowman. They are made of 
felt for our younger patrons 
little fingers and are guaran-

teed to keep your little one 
entertained while you look 
at books or simply just want 
to hang out. Traditionally, 
the library has an in house 
game set up every second 
month or so throughout 
the year. We hope you plan 
to come spend some time 
at the library during the 
Christmas holidays.

Gingerbread House 
Building

Christmas is around the 
corner. We’d like to cel-
ebrate the holiday season 
with you by hosting our 
third Gingerbread House 
building evening on Dec. 5 
from 6-7:30 p.m. at Allard 
Library in St. Georges. 
We encourage families to 
use your imaginations and 
create something fun and 
yummy. There is a fee but 
we provide everything. All 
we need is you. Parents, 
grandparents, cousin and 
friends are welcome. We 
can register a maximum of 
eight families due to space 
so sign up soon. To register 
please visit www.allardli 
brary.com

Large Print
We know that many of 

our members need or prefer 
to read books in large print 
formats – generally easier 
to read. While we do carry 
large print books in the li-
brary, we recognize that our 
selection is limited. We’re 

excited to share that with 
funding from the Manitoba 
Accessibility Fund, we’ll be 
expanding our large print 
collections at both branches 
in early 2025. What a great 
way to begin the New Year.

Air Quality Monitoring
We love being commu-

nity scientists, so we are 
happy to once again partner 
with the Manitoba Lung As-
sociation and Health Cana-
da. Last year we received 
radon detectors to measure 
radon levels in indoor air 
– these detectors are still 
available to borrow from 
both library branches. This 
year we received a Pur-
pleAir sensor that measures 
particulate matter smaller 
than 2.5 micrometers in di-
ameter (PM2.5) in outdoor 
air. These tiny airborne 
particles are emitted by ve-
hicles, industry, forest fires 
and other sources. 

Our air quality sensor 
transmits data about local 
PM2.5 concentrations to 
the real-time PurpleAir 
map. When viewing the 
map, you will see colour-
coded numbers from one 
to 10 that indicate the level 
of immediate health risk 
associated with local air 
quality – one indicates low 
risk and 10 indicates very 
high risk. Visit our outdoor 
air quality page for more 
information including a link 
to the PurpleAir map.

What’s Happening 
At Library Allard

Abundant Life Chapel 
in Lac du Bonnet served 
as the North Eastman re-
gional drop-off centre for 
Samaritan’s Purse Opera-
tion Christmas Child shoe-
boxes again this Christmas 
and the volunteers thanked 
everyone who donated to 
the 2024 initiative.   

Shoeboxes were dis-
tributed in Lac du Bonnet, 
Pinawa, Powerview-Pine 

Falls ,  Beausejour and 
Seven Sisters. Support-
ers  packed them with 
school supplies, toys and 
personal hygiene items, 
which are then distrib-
uted to children in need 
throughout the world. 
This year, boxes from 
Canada are being shipped 
to El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, Cape Verde, 
The Gambia, Guinea Bis-
sau, Senegal, Ukraine and 
Philippines.

A packing party was 

held Nov. 9 at Abundant 
Life Chapel. The Kids 
Church at Abundant Life 
packed boxes Nov 10. Col-
lection week in Lac du Bon-
net was Nov. 20-23.

Melba Van Linden, co-
ordinator for the local Sa-
maritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child, said 384 
shoe boxes were collected  
from across the region and 
sent to Winnipeg. From 
there they are shipped to 
Calgary for world wide 
distribution.

Photo submitted
North Eastman residents packed and sent 384 shoe boxes to needy children 

throughout the world.

Operation Christmas Child
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By Clinton Orr, B.Comm (hons), CFP, CMT, CIM, DMS, FMA

Financial Focus

Tax Strategies for 
Year End

In 2024 the markets 
have been strong – a wel-
come sight for many inves-
tors. However, strong gains 
can sometimes come with 
a side effect: higher taxes. 
Let’s explore a few strate-
gies to help you minimize 
your tax bill.

1. RRSP Meltdown
Efficiently withdrawing 

funds from your RRSP or 
RRIF is a common con-
cern. One strategy, often 
called an RRSP meltdown, 
involves withdrawing extra 
from your RRSP now, to 
avoid a big tax hit down 
the road. To implement you 
must estimate your annual 
income, determine your tax 
bracket, and withdraw just 
enough from your RRSP 
to “fill up” that bracket. 
Typically, this withdrawal 
is timed for year-end, when 
you have a clearer picture 
of your total income for 
the year.

By doing so, you maxi-
mize your RRSP withdraw-
als at your current tax rate 
and can reinvest the extra 
funds into a TFSA or non-
registered account. This 
strategy isn’t for everyone 
and should align with your 
broader financial plan.

2. Non-Registered 
Account Optimization

The financial world 
loves  i t s  acronyms – 
RRSPs, RRIFs, TFSAs, 
LIRAs, PRIFs, and LIFs 
– all tied to registered ac-
counts. Investments outside 
of this alphabet soup, such 
as in non-registered or joint 
accounts, often come with 

yearly tax obligations. Non-
registered accounts follow a 
‘pay-as-you-go’ tax system, 
requiring you to report real-
ized capital gains, interest, 
and dividends each year. 
These accounts are where 
the tax impact of signifi-
cant market rallies is most 
noticeable. Here are two 
strategies to manage taxes 
in these accounts:

•  Focus on Capital 
Gains: Interest income 
(e.g., from GICs or bonds) 
is taxed at your regular in-
come rate, while dividends 
benefit from a tax credit and 
capital gains are taxed most 
favourably. Adjusting your 
non-registered investments 
to emphasize capital gains 
can reduce your annual tax 
bill. However, investments 
with additional tax perks 
often have more risk, any 
changes should align with 
your overall risk tolerance 
and investment plan.

• Tax Loss Harvesting: 
At year-end, consider sell-
ing investments that have 
declined in value to trigger 
capital losses. These losses 
can offset capital gains, 
reducing your taxes. You 
can carry losses back up to 
three years or forward in-
definitely to optimize your 
tax situation. We review 
portfolios every year to see 
if we can take advantage of 
this strategy for clients.

3. Pension Income 
Tax Credit

If you’re 65 or older, you 
may be eligible for the fed-
eral non-refundable pension 
income tax credit on up to 
$2,000 of eligible pension 
income. This 15 per cent 
credit can reduce your tax 
bill, but you’ll need to en-
sure your income qualifies.

Eligible sources include 
workplace pensions or, 
after age 65, withdrawals 
from a RRIF. If you haven’t 
claimed this credit yet, it’s 
worth withdrawing $2,000 
from your RRIF to take full 
advantage.

4. In-Kind Donations
Donating securities in-

kind is one of the most tax-
efficient ways to support 
a charity. This approach 
offers a twofold benefit:

1. You receive a tax de-
duction for the full market 
value of the donation.

2. You avoid paying cap-
ital gains tax on the growth 
of the donated securities.

For example, if you pur-
chased shares for $10,000 
and they are now worth 
$15,000, donating the 
shares provides a $15,000 

donation tax credit with-
out triggering tax on the 
$5,000 capital gain. This 
strategy can significantly 
reduce your tax burden 
while maximizing your 
charitable impact.

Additional Tips:
• Donations exceeding 

$200 qualify for a higher 
combined federal and pro-
vincial tax credit of 46.4 
per cent.

• You and your spouse 
can combine donation cred-
its to optimize your overall 
tax savings.

• Unused donation cred-
its can be carried forward 
for up to five years, allow-
ing flexibility in your tax 
planning.

It’s always a good idea 

to review your financial 
plan prior to implementing 
a new strategy to ensure it 
is a good fit.

– Clinton Orr 
B.Comm (hons.), CFP, 

CMT, CIM, DMS, FMA  
lives in Beausejour, is a 

senior wealth advisor, 
senior portfolio manager, 
and founding member, of 
Becker Orr Wealth Man-

agement at Canaccord 
Genuity Wealth Manage-
ment. The preceding in-
formation is intended to 

provide general guidance 
on matters of interest for 

the personal use of the 
reader who accepts full 

responsibility for its use. 
It is not to be considered 

a definitive analysis 

of the law and factual 
situation of any specific 

individual or entity.  
Consequently, it should 
not be used as a substi-

tute for consultation with 
a professional account-
ing, tax, legal or other 

professional advisor. 
This commentary reflects 

my opinions alone and 
should not be consid-
ered as representative 
of Canaccord Genuity 

Corp’s. beliefs, opinions 
or recommendations. Ca-

naccord Genuity Wealth 
Management is a division 

of Canaccord Genuity 
Corp, Member – Cana-

dian Investor Protection 
Fund and the Investment 
Industry Organization of 

Canada. 
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By Tony Zerucha
The Springfield Collegiate Sabres were 

well-represented at the Winnipeg High 
School Football League’s award night, with 
a Grade 12 player taking home the most 
coveted trophy.

Colton Gowans won the Harry Hood 
Memorial Trophy. First awarded in 1954, 
it is given to the high school football player 
who exemplifies the standard in playing 
ability, school citizenship, fair play and 
scholastic standing. Gowans, who has 
committed to the University of Manitoba 
Bisons, also earned a $500 scholarship.

Gowans has blossomed in Spring-
field. In 2023, his All-Division Line-
backer nod was just a warm-up for a 
2024 that saw him participate in the CFC 
prospect Game in Toronto and the Blue 
and Gold Showcase. A team captain, 
Gowans finished 2024 with 46 tackles, 
one interception, one fumble recovery 
and two pass breakups. He was the 
top-ranked linebacker in Manitoba and 
seventh-best in Canada. Overall, Gowans 
was ranked 63rd in Canadian football.

“It feels like the biggest honour, privilege, 
and overall accomplishment to be given this 
trophy,” Gowans said. “I understand this 
award is the highest achievement in the Win-
nipeg High School Football League and I’m 
very excited that my name will be forever on 
this incredible trophy and what it stands for.”

“Colton deserves special consideration as 
SCI is a small school (560 students) whose 
program has only been in existence for five 
years,” head coach Tom Walls said in his 

nomination. “He is a player who places a pri-
ority on making sure the practice equipment is 
out, the locker room is swept and that water is 
run out on the field during a time-out.”

Walls has known Gowans for 17 years 
and credits his family for instilling a selfless 
nature in him. Gowans models that in his 
school and community.

“He has brought us back to what we 

hoped football would do for this small com-
munity; provide a class of selfless young 
people who enjoyed the grit of hard work,” 
Walls wrote.

Gowans wasn’t the only one recognized. 
Ethan Haarsma won a Football Manitoba 
Scholarship Award and a $500 bursary. 
He was cited for his athleticism, academ-
ics and citizenship. Haarsma and Gowans 

joined Brady Rach, Brady Smith, Mitchell 
Magwood and Lucas Gustave on the AAAA 
All-Division Team.

The Sabres’ excellent coaching staff 
was also highlighted. The entire staff was 
nominated for Coaching Staff of the Year, 
while Val Medved was in the running for 
Assistant Coach of the Year. Ken Clegg was 
a finalist for Volunteer of the Year.

Photo submitted
The SCI Sabres were well represented at the Winnipeg High School Football League’s award night.

Gowans, Sabres recognized by WHSFL

By Tony Zerucha
Big nights from Con-

nor  Grunsten and the 
Barley boys led the first-
place Springfield Winter-

hawks to a 10-1 drubbing 
of the Carman Cougars on 
Nov. 30.

The game was scoreless 
late in the first before Dane 
Hirst opened the floodgates 

at 14:53. Carter Barley fol-
lowed at 16:48 with Connor 
Barley lighting the lamp at 
19:53.

Carter Barley added 
three more in the middle 

frame, with Curtis Rebeck 
and Grunsten also hitting 
paydirt. Grunsten and Keith 
Grondin scored in the third. 
Goalie Ashton Howarth’s 
shutout was ruined at 17:07 

of the third period. Spring-
field led the shot derby 
48-26. 

In addition to his four 
goals, Carter Barley added 
three assists to take over 
the league scoring lead with 
19 points. His 14 goals are 
by far the most. Connor 
Barley had five assists for a 
six-point evening. Grunsten 

finished with five points. 
Grondin’s three points 

vaulted him into a sixth-
place tie with 15.

The Winterhawks visit 
the Warren Mercs on Dec. 
7. Their next home game 
on Dec. 14 is a big one as 
the second-place Ste. Anne 
Aces come to Oakbank for 
an 8 p.m. start. 

Winterhawks clobber Carmen Cougars
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By Tony Zerucha
The Springfield Xtreme won an 

important divisional matchup on Nov. 
27, topping the Mitchell Mustangs 6-4. 

When combined with a 3-1 over 
the East St. Paul Gators, it leaves them 
13-0 for the season, six wins ahead of 
the second-place Steinbach Huskies.

On Nov. 27, three goals in 2:17 
midway through the opening period 
set an early tone. Sam Sass, Aidan 
Osborne and Chase Janas hit the twine. 

Mitchell found their game in the 
second, scoring twice in 48 seconds to 
make it a one-goal game by the three-
minute mark. Former Eastman Select 
Jeremiah Warkentine was one of the 
Mustang marksmen. He has nine goals 

and five assists in 13 HTJHL games 
this season.

That 3-2 score didn’t last for 
long, as Osborne scored his sec-
ond of the night, 
and Evan Jasper 
scored twice to 
make it 6-2 head-
ing into the fi-
nal frame. The 
Mustangs scored 
twice to make the 
final 6-4. Hayden 
Bartecki made 20 
saves for the win. Springfield fired 73 
pucks at Carter Zilinski.

Jasper finished with five points, 
while Sass and Osborne scored three 
apiece.

Janas opened the scoring against 
the Gators on Nov. 30, connecting at 
7:14 of the first period. Call-up Taigan 
Newton made it 2-0 at 1:38 of the 

second period off 
feeds from Os-
borne and Con-
nor Toth. John 
Pelletier added to 
the lead seconds 
later before East 
St. Paul ruined 
the shutout at 
15:28.

Hayden Bartecki made 18 saves 
for the win. Springfield took 27 shots.

Springfield visits Niverville on 
Dec. 8. They host the Gators on Dec. 
13 at 8:15 p.m.

Xtreme stay perfectStandings as of Dec. 3

MANITOBA U18 AAA 
TEAM		  WON	 LOST	 TIE
Brandon Wheat Kings	  18	 3	 1
Southwest Cougars		   16	 4	 3
Winnipeg Bruins		  16	 3	 1
Winnipeg Wild		  15	 4	 2
Parkland Rangers		  12	 10	 0
Interlake Lightning		  10	 7	 3
Eastman Selects		  10	 8	 3
Pembina Valley		  10	 8	 3
Winnipeg Thrashers		  10	 11	 1
Norman Northstars		  7	 18	 1
Kenora Thistles		  7	 13	 0
Central Plains Capitals		 5	 16	 0
Yellowhead Chiefs		  3	 15	 1

Upcoming Home Games
Thur Dec 5    	 Interlake @ Eastman           8:30pm

CAPITAL REGION JR B
TEAM	   	  WON	 LOST	 TIE
Beausejour Comets		  11	 3	 1
Lundar Falcons		  10	 4	 0
St. Malo Warriors		  11	 3	 0
Selkirk Fishermen		  6	 8	 2
Arborg Ice Dawgs		  5	 11	 0
La Broquerie Habs		  4	 9	 1
N Winnipeg Satelites		  2	 11	 0

Upcoming Home Games
Fri Dec 6    	    Arborg @ Beausejour               8pm

HANOVER TACHE JR C
East Division

TEAM	   		  WON	 LOST	 TIE
Springfield Xtreme		  13	 0	 0
Steinbach Huskies		  7	 3	 1
Mitchell Mustangs		  7	 6	 1
Ste. Anne Aces		  6	 8	 0
East St. Paul Gators		  2	 8	 0

West Division
Niverville Clippers		  11	 2	 0
Landmark Blues		  6	 5	 0
Macdonald Swarm		  6	 5	 0
Red River Mudbugs		  2	 9	 0
Grunthal Red Wings		  0	 12	 0

Upcoming Home Games
Fri Dec 13 	 East St. Paul @ Springfield     8:15pm

MB WOMEN’S HIGH SCHOOL DIV 3
TEAM	   		  WON	 LOST	 TIE
Dakota Lancers		  9	 1	 1
PCI Saints		  8	 3	 1
Springfield Sabres		  8	 5	 0
Murdoch MacKay		  6	 3	 0
SJR Eagles		  5	 5	 0
Beliveau Barracudas		  3	 6	 1
Beausejour Barons		  1	 11	 0

WINNIPEG HIGH SCHOOL BOYS
PLATINUM DIVISION

TEAM	   		  WON	 LOST	 TIE
Vincent Massey Trojans	 8	 0	 1
River East Kodiaks		  8	 3	 1
St. Pauls Crusaders		  8	 3	 0
Oak Park Raiders		  7	 2	 1
Westwood Warriors		  7	 2	 0
Springfield Sabres		  7	 4	 0
Sturgeon Heights Huskies	 5	 5	 1
Steinbach Sabres		  5	 3	 0
West K Wolverines		  3	 6	 2
JH Bruns Broncos		  4	 8	 0
Selkirk Royals		  3	 6	 1
John Taylor Pipers		  2	 7	 0
Stonewall Rams		  1	 10	 2

PRICE DIVISION
TEAM	   		  WON	 LOST	 TIE
Louis Riel Voyageurs		 10	 0	 0
Warren Wildcats		  9	 1	 1
Lorette Scorpions		  8	 3	 0
Beausejour Barons		  7	 2	 1
Glen Lawn Lions		  6	 4	 1
Powerview/Sagkeeng		 6	 2	 0
Niverville		  4	 4	 0
Pinawa Panthers		  3	 7	 0
Linden Christian		  3	 8	 1
Churchill		  2	 8	 0
Kildonan East Reivers	 1	 9	 1
Windsor Park Royals		  1	 7	 0

Upcoming Home Games
Fri Dec 6 	       Lorette @ Sagkeeng                 5pm
Fri Dec 6 	      Churchill @ Pinawa                  5pm
Mon Dec 9 	  Churchill @ Beausejour        3:30pm

North Eastman Hockey
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MWHSHL
Sabres Win 
Close One

The Springfield Sabres 
edged the Beliveau Bar-
racudas 2-1 on Nov. 27. 
Their fourth-consecutive 
victory has them in third 
place, two points behind the 
PCI Saints.

Springfield was down 
1-0 deep into the second 
period when Skylar Di 
Vito scored her ninth of 
the season at 9:24. Bella 
Magura and Gracie Ander-
son earned the assists. Kera 
Lesuk scored the game-
winner at 9:52 of the third 
period. 

Springfield bombarded 
Beliveau with 40 shots. Lily 
Wassing made 19 saves for 
the win.

Lesuk is having a stellar 
campaign for the Sabres. 
She leads the division with 
14 goals and 21 points and 
was Player of the Week for 
the week ending Nov. 15. 
Lesuk’s 14 goals are tied for 
second-most in the MWH-
SHL’s three divisions, one 
off the lead. Her 21 points 

are the second-most in the 
MWHSHL.

Di Vito is tied for third in 
the division with nine goals 
and tenth with 11 points. 
Emily Kay leads the way 
with a 0.91 goals-against 
average and is tied for first 
with two shutouts.

Barons Fall to Eagles
On Nov. 28, the École 

Edward Schreyer Barons  
fell 4-1 to the SJR Eagles. 
Lauren Ingeberg scored 
her fifth goal, equalling her 
total from 2023-24, accom-
plished in 10 more games.

Ingeberg’s five goals 
lead the Barons. Serena 
Gorski is second with four 
and leads the team with sev-
en points in seven games.

WHSHL
Wild Extend 
Win Streak

The Powerview-Sag-
keeng Wild extended their 
winning streak to three on 
Nov. 29 with a 9-2 crown-
ing of the Windsor Park 
Royals. Sebastian Guimond 
scored a hat-trick in the first 

period to give the Wild a 
4-1 lead entering intermis-
sion. Preston Johnson also 
scored. 

Following a scoreless 
middle frame, the Wild 
turned on the goal machine, 
potting five in the final 20 
minutes. Silas Courchene 
contributed two with John-
son, Aiden Lavigne and 
Jace Harry also striking 
gold. Guimond and Harry 
had five points each. Goalie 
Braiden Courchene earned 
the win.

The Wild occupy sixth 
spot and are striking dis-
tance from third. With an 
average of 7.1 goals per 
game, the Wild boasts the 
second most powerful of-
fence, while their defence 
is .1 goals per game off the 
lowest division average.

This week, the Wild host 
Lorette on Dec. 6 at 5 p.m.

Panthers Win
Two-goal efforts by Jack 

Reynolds and Greg Miller 
paced the Pinawa Panthers 
to a 5-4 win over Niverville 
on Nov. 26. Jakob Morgan 

opened the scoring at 3:08 
of the first period. Niver-
ville responded in the final 
minute to send the teams 
into the break tied 1-1.

Reynolds scored his first 
of the game one minute into 
the second stanza to make it 
2-1 Panthers heading into 
the third. The teams traded 
scores throughout the final 
period, with Miller scoring 
twice and Reynolds add-
ing one. Niverville made it 
5-4 with 1:55 left, but the 
Panthers held on for the 
hard-fought win.

Panther netminder Cole 
Elands starred, making 41 
saves. Pinawa took 33 shots 
at Niverville’s Levi Brandt.

Pinawa hosts Churchill 
at 5 p.m. on Dec. 6. 

Barons Lose To 
Voyageurs

On Nov. 25, the École 
Edward Schreyer Barons 
fell 7-1 to the first-place 
Louis Riel Voyageurs. Car-
son Janzen scored the Bar-
ons’ goal. They recovered 
to top Churchill 4-3 on Nov. 
28, their fourth win in five 

games.
Less than a minute after 

Churchill opened the scor-
ing 8:49 into the game, 
Crosby Liske tied the game 
on passes from Carson Jan-
zen and Vaughn Senebald. 
The Barons scored the next 
three goals to take a 4-1 
lead into the third period. 
Ryelan Hurrell potted a 
pair, with Carson Specaluk 
adding one.

Churchill scored twice 
in the waning minutes of the 
third, but the Barons held on 
for their seventh win in 10 
starts, good for fourth place 
in the division. The Barons 
outshot Churchill 46-29 to 
make a winner of goalie 
Rorie McDonald.

The Barons host Church-
ill on Dec. 9 at 3:30 p.m.

Sabres Win In OT
On Nov. 26, Hayden Ko-

chen was the shootout hero 
as the Springfield Sabres 
withstood a fierce come-
back to top the Oak Park 
Raiders 4-3. Springfield hit 
the ground running as Max 
Sholdra opened the scor-
ing 100 seconds into the 
game. Kochen made it 2-0 
two minutes later. Midway 

through the middle frame, 
Kaiden Bazinet made it 3-0.

Oak Park broke the shut-
out at 10:37 to make it 3-1 
after two periods. It became 
3-2 midway through the 
third before the Raiders tied 
it at 18:50.

Springfield was out-
shot 28-19. Trey Robert-
son earned the win after 
stopping three shootout 
attempts.

On Nov. 27, a potent 
power play propelled the 
Sabres to a 4-2 triumph over 
the Westwood Warriors. 
Springfield scored thrice 
with the man advantage 
in the opening 15 min-
utes, with Everett Hordijk, 
Kochen and Evan Suchar 
lighting the lamp. 

The second period was 
scoreless. Westwood broke 
the shutout early in the third, 
and that 3-1 score held until 
15:14 when Suchar potted 
his second of the day. The 
Warriors added one more to 
make the final 4-2. Suchar, 
Kochen, Taigan Newton 
and Cam Sylvester had 
two-point afternoons. Matt 
Lidgett made 23 saves for 
the Sabres, who took 28 of 
their own.

High School Hockey Round-Up

File photo
Brett Howden has 10 goals in 25 appearances 

with Vegas at press time.

Oakbank’s Brett Howden has 
secured a significant portion of his 
hockey future after he signed a five-
year extension with the Vegas Golden 
Knights worth an average annual value 
of $2.5 million.

Howden was set to become an 
unrestricted free agent after this 
season upon the expiry of his current 
two-year, $3.8-million pact. He inked 

that deal as a restricted free agent in 
July 2023.

The 26-year-old has 10 goals and 
one assist in 25 appearances at press 
time while averaging a career-high 15 
minutes of ice time per contest.

Howden is in the midst of his fourth 
season in Vegas after being traded to 
the team by the New York Rangers 
during the 2021 offseason. He chipped 

in with five goals and 10 points in 
22 playoff games while helping the 
Golden Knights capture their first 
Stanley Cup championship in 2023.

The former Eastman AAA Selects 
and Moose Jaw Warriors standout was 
selected by the Tampa Bay Lightning 
with the 27th overall pick in the 2016 
NHL Draft and has amassed 49 goals 
and 112 points in 376 career NHL games.

Howden signs five-year extension
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Photo submitted
Congratulations to the U11 Lac du Bonnet Lighting on striking gold at the 

Riverton Eagles tournament Nov. 24 by beating the host Eagles 12-3 in the final.

Lightning Strikes

By Tony Zerucha
The Eastman Selects 

lost two of three games last 
week. Following a win over 
the Kenora Thistles on Nov. 
27, they lost a pair of close 
games to the second-pace 
Southwest Cougars.

A five-goal first period 
propelled the Selects to an 
8-5 win over the Thistles 
on Nov. 27. Calyb Moore 
scored a hat-trick and added 
one assist, while Noah Stott 
had a goal and three helpers.

Josh Borgfjord got the 
party started only 14 sec-
onds into the game. His 
seventh was assisted by 
Jax Huberdeau. Moore then 
scored two straight. The 
first, at 4:11, came on the 
power play.

The Selects’ power play 
connected again at the 
11-minute mark when Stott 
and Moore set up Grayson 
Slaney’s fifth. Daniel De 
Gagne completed the first-
period scoring derby at 
14:29.

Kenora rallied early in 
the second period, scor-
ing twice in 33 seconds to 
make it 5-2 at 3:38. East-
man quickly answered 
with goals from Slaney 
and Moore to restore the 
five-goal cushion.

The Thistles were unde-
terred, scoring three times 
to make it 7-5 heading into 
the final intermission. Stott 
scored a late goal to make 
the final 8-5.

Sam Fontaine won de-
spite being pulled after the 
fifth Thistle goal on their 
24th shot. Give Wyatt Min-
sky a save for stopping all 
16 shots he faced. Eastman 
took 49 shots at a pair of 
Thistle goalies. The Selects 
scored on both power play 
chances.

On Nov 30, the Cougars 
opened the scoring at 19:15 
of the first period and made 
it 2-0 only 11 seconds into 
the second. Slaney and 
Lucas Laramee scored 76 
seconds apart to leave the 
contest tied heading into the 

final break. Stott assisted 
on both. 

Cougar Connor Hoem-
sen scored the game-win-
ner at 4:38 of the third. It 
was his 23rd of the season. 
Southwest’s Micky Gross 
starred, making 48 saves. 
Minsky faced 26 shots for 
the Selects.

The Dec. 1 rematch 
saw Laramee’s 10th open 
the scoring at 10:58 of 
the first. That slim, 1-0 
lead lasted until 12:47 
of the second when Cou-
gar Bryan Laing evened 
the score. Seth Hooper 
regained the lead for the 
Selects at 15:27.

The third period was 
the Selects’ undoing as the 
Cougars scored three times, 
the last into an empty net, to 
make the final 4-2. Eastman 
won the shot derby again, 
this time 37-30. Fontaine 
took the loss.

Fans should mark their 
calendars, as the Selects 
finish 2024 with home dates 
on Dec. 12, 14, 21 and 22.

By Tony Zerucha
Despite a 2-1 overtime 

loss to the Lundar Falcons 
on Nov. 29, the Beausejour 
Comets maintain a share of 
first place with Lundar.

The Falcons opened 
the scoring at 11:54 of 
the second period on the 
power play. Jaedys Dancyt 
evened things at 18:14. 

His third of the season was 
assisted by Jarvis Ewasko 
and Clint Thomas.

Following a scoreless 
third period, the game went 
into overtime, where Lun-
dar’s Braeden Lukas ended 
it with seven minutes re-
maining. Beausejour out-
shot Lundar 40-21. Dylan 
Liske took the loss. 

The Comets have Friday 

home games for the next 
three weeks; all are 8 p.m. 
starts. Arborg visits on Dec. 
6, North Winnipeg on Dec. 
13 and the Falcons Dec. 20.

With 20 points, Ewasko 
is ninth in league scoring. 
His eight goals are tied for 
sixth-most; his 12 helpers 
rank seventh. Liske is the 
top puck-stopper with a 
1.86 goals-against average.

Comets lose to Lundar in OT

Selects drop double 
header to Cougars
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FIREARMS
Looking for all unwanted fire-
arms. Cash buyer, top dollar 
paid. Fully licensed for both 
non-restricted and restricted. 
Anything from individual 
items to estates. Please call or 
text Adam at 204-795-2850.

Licensed gun dealer looking 
for firearms in all classes, and 
anything firearms related. Inher-
itance assistance provided. Can 
store handguns during the ban. 
Call or text Keith 204-471-9015.

Private collector looking to Buy 
Firearms, Complete Collec-
tions, Ammunition and Hunt-
ing related items Licensed and 
Insured. Cash buyer, call or text 
204-297-9223. Also offering 
minor gunsmithing services.

FIREWOOD
Cut & split firewood. Pick 
up or delivery. See www.
tyndallfirewood.com or call 
204-268-9630.
1-TFN

FOR RENT                       
RESIDENTIAL

The Pinawa Ironwood - Ex-
clusive 50+ Apartment Living. 
Accepting names to the “wait 
list”. Indoor heated parking, 
exercise and common rooms, 
meals available. For more 
information or to arrange your 
personal tour contact Mike 
Berry at 204-753-2105 or visit 
the website www.pinawairon 
wood.com
1-TFN

FOR RENT                       
RESIDENTIAL

Beausejour - 2 bedroom town-
house. Includes fridge, stove, 
washer, and dryer, 2 car park-
ing. No pets, no smoking. 
Call 204-266-3066, available 
Dec 1st.

FOR SALE
6 cyl International motor DT 
570 Rebuilt 2021, NOT A 
MAXXFORCE. Safety 2024, 
3200 gallon stainless steel milk 
tank price $115,000.00. Serv-
ice records available. Reason 
for selling...retired. Also have 
a 2000 Peterbilt with 3000 
gallon stainless steel milk tank. 
Price $90,000.00. Call Kenny 
204-939-1154.

New Lymans soft, orange pow-
der gun case, large light weight 
hunter’s bag, Cabela’s sleeping 
bag. Pkg- $175.00; Men’s size 
large Depends, 3 boxes of 84, 
unopened, $170.00. Call 204-
205-0108, leave a message.

PERSONALS
New to area, retired, assets. 
Like to meet lady any age, 
don’t be shy. Call me 431-347-
3006. Thanx Wayne. 

HELP WANTED
SUBWAY Beausejour and 
Oakbank are now hiring Full 
Time and Part Time staff. 
Management potential. Apply 
at www.mysubwaycareer.com 
or drop of a resume at store.
46-4

Full time female caregiver 
needed ASAP in Tyndall. At 
least 5’-7” or taller for safety 
reasons. Will train. 9am-5pm. 
$22/hr. Ph. 204-268-1017 or  
vanessasedor66@gmail.com
48-2

SCRAP                      
WANTED

Pops & Son Scrap and Salvage 
– We buy scrap cars, trucks, 
vans, etc. Scrap clean-up of 
farm yards, residential prop-
erty. For fast service please 
call 204-268-9112 or 204-
470-9261, email popsandson@
yahoo.ca
1-TFN

WATER                           
TREATMENT

Pentair softeners. Iron remov-
ers. Reverse osmosis sys-
tems $288.00. Replacement 
poly-spun $3.50. Carbon fillers 
$7.50. All sizes water filters. 
Res-Care softener cleaner, 
one gallon $29.80. All Seasons 
204-661-8581.
46-4

www.clipper.mb.ca 
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TWO RIVER-GRIEF 
SUPPORT GROUPS

A friendly support program, led 
by trained volunteers, where 
people can speak openly about 
their feelings.  Four locations 
to choose from (Whitemouth, 
Seven Sisters, Lac du Bon-
net, Pinawa). Everyone wel-
come. To register or for more 
info, please contact Sandra 
204-348-4610 / whitemouth 
tworivers@gmail.com or Pat 
204-345-1227 / ldbtworivers@
gmail.com  Free! 
 

LAC DU BONNET
VOLUNTEER

MUSICIANS LDB PCH
Wanted: Local musicians will-
ing to volunteer their time to 
perform for the residents at 
the Lac du Bonnet Personal 
Care Home. This is for the 
weekly happy hour program 
each Thursday from 2:30 pm 
to 3:30 pm. Your generosity 
would be greatly appreciated. 
If interested contact Debra, 
204-345-1210 or dbilawka@
ierha.ca

TOASTMASTER’S ON 
ZOOM

Speaking Made Easy Toast-
master’s meet on Zoom, Tues-
days at 7 p.m., try something 
new. We welcome guests! 
Contact Suzanne Bacler 204-
340-3091.

  LAKESHORE AL-ANON
Every Thursday at 7pm, Lac 
du Bonnet Medical Centre, 75 
Mcintosh St. East.

LDB MMF LOCAL
For citizenship & harvester ap-
plications contact SE Regional 
office 204-754-2721 or LdB Rep 
Ken 204-345-2212 or email: 
mmf.ldblocal@gmail.com

PINAWA
SUPPORT SERVICES 

FOR SENIORS
Two Rivers Resource Council 
Inc. LdB, Pinawa, Whitemouth/
Reynolds. 204-345-1227, 204-
348-4610, 204-753-2962.

WHITEMOUTH
WHITEMOUTH LIONS 

CLUB CHRISTMAS 
HAMPERS

If you or someone you know 
who is in need of a Christmas 
hamper and resides in the RM 
of Whitemouth, please call 
431-588-8900. Requests will 
accepted until Dec 6. All ham-
pers to be picked up between 
10am and noon Dec.14.

PICKLEBALL
Whitemouth School Gym. 
Thursday evenings 7-9pm. 
No drop in fee, equipment 
provided. Come and have fun!

BEAUSEJOUR/                
BROKENHEAD

PREGNANT?
If you are pregnant and feeling 
confused; if you want to talk to 
someone about your situation, 
please call 1-800-665-0570.

BEAUSEJOUR & AREA 
FOOD BANK

730 Park Avenue, Beausejour, 
MB. Phone 204-268-3600. 
Open Mondays & Thursdays 
from 10:00 - 11:45 am. Open 
Tuesdays after a long weekend.

ALZHEIMER SOCIETY 
SUPPORT GROUPS

Support groups offer the op-
portunity for care partners to 
meet and share info of caring 
for a person living with de-
mentia. Beausejour (in-person) 
East-Gate Lodge Personal 
Care Home, 646 James St. 
2nd Tuesday of the month, 
6:30pm – 8pm. Register with 
Dan Bourrier (Regional Coor-
dinator) dbourrier@alzheimer.
mb.ca Virtual options avail-
able.

EASTMAN MEN SHED
A group of retired and semi-
retired men who socialize, 
make friends, share skills, 
play a game of pool or crib-
bage, find companionship, 
do woodworking or small 
construction projects (with 
instruction provided), or just 
talk to one-another. There is 
no pressure; you can just come 
and be yourself. Regular meet-
ings: Tuesday & Thursdays 
anytime between 10 am-12 
noon at the BREACH build-
ing in Beausejour: 630 Park 
Avenue (across from the town 
office). For information call 
Steve Day at 204-268-5669 
or Ken Zirk 204-268-8235. 
“A safe place in Beausejour 
for MEN to come together to 
socialize, stay productive, and 
contribute to the community”. 

BEAUSEJOUR COPP 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Your Beausejour COPP is cur-
rently looking for volunteers 
to help patrol the community. 
Patrols are once a month or 
more often if you have more 
time to offer. You will use your 
own vehicle and phone. Other 
patrol methods are acceptable 
and can be discussed. Training 
documentation will be pro-
vided to successful applicants. 
If interested, send an email to 
beausejourcopp@gmail.com 
and someone will contact you 
back to discuss the program in 
more detail. Or visit citizen-
sonpatrolmb.ca

SPRINGFIELD
ANOTHER TIME 
AROUND SHOP

530 Main St. Oakbank, 204-
444-5100. Tues-Fri 10:30-4, 
Sat 11-3. A non-profit organi-
zation managed by volunteers. 
The shop is stocked up for the 
Christmas Season...decora-
tions, gifts, sweaters, and the 
list goes on. Drop in! “Our 
Mission is Paying it Forward 
to the kids and families of the 
RM of Springfield, and beyond! 
We are eco-friendly....and giv-
ing back to the people is what 
we do...Come see us.
 

SPRINGFIELD 
PLAYGROUP

Free drop-in playgroup for 
children 0-6 years with their 
caregivers. We meet Tuesdays 
10am-12 noon at the United 
Church, Oakbank. For more in-
formation please call 204- 293-
5534 or find us on Facebook.

PRAIRIE VOICES 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB

Meet with us to practice and 
improve our communication 
skills. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 
each month at 6:45 p.m. at the 
OakBank United Church. Vir-
tual option available. Contact 
Joelle at 204-698-2865.

SPRINGFIELD 
FOOD BANK

Open to residents of the RM of 
Springfield from 10am to 12 
noon Saturdays. Operating out 
of the Anola United Church, 
behind the senior’s residence 
on Weiser Cresc. For more 
info or to arrange alternate 
access hours, please contact 
Gerry 204-866-2654 or Lorri 
204-866-3403.

STE. RITA MMF LOCAL
For memberships & Harvester 
cards contact 204-866-2813 or 
204-866-4036. 

MB FARM & RURAL 
SUPPORT SERVICES

Feeling distressed and/or in 
crisis? Our trained counsellors 
are here to listen and to help. 
We offer telephone and on-line 
counselling for all rural and 
northern Manitobans. Toll free, 
confidential. 1-866-367-3276 
or visit www.supportline.ca

HERITAGE LIVESTOCK 
CANADA

A federally-registered charity 
which helps conserve and pro-
mote heritage and rare breeds 
of Canadian farm animals. 
Memberships available and 
donations accepted at www.
rarebreedscanada.org

WELLNESS 
NEWSLETTER

Stay up to date with wellness 
in the Interlake-Eastern RHA. 
Send an email with SUB-
SCRIBE in the subject line to 
wellness@ierha.ca to receive 
a free monthly e-newsletter in-
cluding recipes and info about 
health promotion and educa-
tion programs in the region.

IERHA HEALTHY BABY 
DROP IN

FREE program for expecting 
and new parents of children 
under one year of age. Mrs. 
Lucci’s in Lac du Bonnet. Call 
Robin for info 204-345-0284  
rcyr@ierha.ca

The Clipper Weekly is pleased to offer free advertising under its 
Community Events heading for events within our distribution 
area which are offered free of charge to the public.  Free ads run 
on a space availability basis, and therefore are not guaranteed 
to appear in the paper.  An event where there is an exchange of 
cash, such as ticket sales, door admission or merchandise sales, 
would be considered a paid ad.  Community Event pricing is the 
same as the Clipper’s Classifieds: $11.00 per week for 25 words 
or less and .30¢ per additional word.
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SPRINGFIELD
ST. JOHN PAUL II 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OAKBANK

Mass is celebrated every Sat-
urday at 5:00pm and all are 
welcome. We offer Catechism 
at 4:30pm before Mass. Please 
contact Michelle at 204-444-
4313 to register. We are located 
at 27107 Oakwood Rd. Oak-
bank. For further information, 
please contact Fr. Omali at 
204-268-9020 or visit our web-
site at https://stjohn-paulii.org

ST. MICHAEL’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC PARISH 

COOKS CREEK
Masses are celebrated Sunday 
at 11 AM. and Thursday at 
10 AM. Sunday mass is live 
streamed. Please go to our 
website www.stmichaelsrc.
com and click on the live 
stream icon. For further infor-
mation please contact Fr. Syl-
vanus at 204-444-2248 or visit 
our website www.stmichaelsrc.
com All are welcome to attend.

ANOLA FELLOWSHIP 
CHAPEL

58006 Monominto Rd. We 
are a congregation made up 
of a variety of age groups and 
backgrounds. Our goal is to 
build Christ centred families. 
Sunday indoor service at 10:00 
am. Information and sermons 
available online at: www.anola 
chapel.com 204-866-3597.

WILLOWDALE 
FELLOWSHIP

Willowdale Fellowship is a 
non-denominational, Christ 
centred church that meets at 
the Cooks Creek Commu-
nity Center at 10:30 Sunday 
Mornings for a service and 
light lunch. A Kids Church 
program coincides with the 
message part of the service. 
Further info: text/call Pas-
tor Norm Neufeld 204-444-
4779, willowdalefellowship@
gmail.com or www.willowdale 
fellowship.com  Jesus said, 
“Come to Me, all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, and 
I will give you rest.” Matthew 
11:28.

OAKBANK 
BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Join us Sunday mornings for 
Worship Services starting 
at 10:00am. Sunday School 
for all ages 11:30am. 26033 
Springfield Rd., Oakbank, 
204-444-3348 Visit www.
oakbankbaptist.org to register. 
Christmas Program December 
15th, @ 5:30pm - Christmas 
Eve Service December 24th, 
@ 6:00pm 
1-TFN

OAK BANK UNITED 
CHURCH

All are invited to join Oak 
Bank United Church, 582 Bal-
sam Crescent, for worship on 
Sundays at 10:45 am. Worship 
bags for youth engagement in 
the pews will be available on 
Sundays.  Check our website 
at www.oakbankunitedchurch.
com or call the office 204-444-
2815 for more information.

OSTENFELD LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Worship service with Pastor 
Kolleen Karlowsky-Clark at 
11:30 a.m. on the first Sunday 
of the month. Call 204-866-
3599, or see www.brokenhead 
shared.com for more informa-
tion.  You are welcome!

REDEEMER CANADIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH

Redeemer Canadian Reformed 
Church, 15 Bates Ave. Win-
nipeg. Please join us for wor-
ship, every Sunday at 10 & 
3. Bibles and song books can 
be provided and a nursery is 
available. Our live stream and 
more information can be found 
on our website: Reedemer- 
CanRC.ca

OAKBANK 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

We are located at 27101 Oak-
wood Road in Oak Bank. For 
more information, please visit 
www.oakbankchristianchurch.
com or call 204-444-2089.

IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION CHURCH 

& GROTTO OF 
COOKS CREEK

Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:30 
am, Father Taras Kowch, 
Priest. All are welcome! All 
services in English with tradi-
tional Seasonal Hymns sung in 
Ukrainian. 68003 Cooks Creek 
Road. Call 204-444-2478 for 
more information.

ABUNDANT LIFE 
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
Address: 3586 Raleigh St, East 
St. Paul. Pastor Murray Still. 
Youth Ministry Coordinator, 
Lisa van Dijk. Sunday serv-
ices 9:45 am. Phone 204-255-
5433 e: office@abundantlifelu 
theran.ca Check our website: 
https://www.spiritoflifemi 
nistry.ca/all-home  Abundant 
Life Lutheran Church is part 
of Spirit of Life Ministry, a 
two point parish, with Peace 
Lutheran Church. Where ALL 
are welcome.

THANK YOU

PINAWA
PINAWA CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP
A congregation recognized by 
the Anglican, Mennonite, Pres-
byterian and United denomina-
tions. Join us for worship serv-
ices Sunday mornings at 11:00 
am at the Pinawa Lutheran 
Church, Massey @ Burrows. 
Please visit the church’s web-
site, www.pinawa.church for 
the latest information. Visitors 
are welcome.

PINAWA ALLIANCE 
CHURCH

(Corner of Burrows and Bess-
borough). Sunday Service 
10:30 AM. PinawaAlliance.
com or call 204-345-6535.

PINAWA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

25 Massey Ave. Sunday Service 
at 9:15 am. For more info check 
Pinawa Lutheran Church’s 
website at pinawalutheran.ca

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

37 Burrows Road, Mass Sun-
day at 9:00am, Thursday at 
10:00 a.m. All are welcome 
to join us.

BEAUSEJOUR/             
BROKENHEAD

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PARISH OF ST. MARY

530 Atlantic Ave Beausejour 
- Masses - Saturday Evening 
5:00 pm, Sunday 9:00 am. 
Weekday Masses have been 
cancelled until further no-
tice. For more information, 
v i s i t  our  webs i te  www.
stmoloh.ca Parish office: 
204-268-2453 Email: info@
stmoloh.ca

ST. PAUL’S 
UNITED CHURCH

Join us during this holy time of 
Christian fellowship and good-
will on Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 
7:00 p.m.  at St. Paul’s United 
Church (located at 730 James 
Ave. in Beausejour) for our 
CANDLELIGHT CHRIST-
MAS EVE SERVICE! Please 
join us for our Cookies and 
Carols Service on Dec. 29 at 
10:00 a.m.

A huge thank you to everyone who attended my 90th Birthday 
Come & Go on November 24 & for all the lovely Birthday 
cards & gifts. Everyone’s kindness is so appreciated & will 
always be remembered. I especially want to thank Merna O., 
Pat & Joe, Glenn & Debbie, Maureen & Rob, Audrey & Bert, 
Kathy & Andy, Marcia & Allen & Kayla & Denise. If I have 
missed someone, please forgive me, “I am 90”.
God Bless you All,
Virginia Kubish

THANK YOU

continued on page 16
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IN MEMORIAM

In memory of 
our Brother

DANNY 
STEFFES

December 7, 2022
Danny was loved, 

is missed,
But never forgotten by,

Lorraine & Doug, 
Shaun, Shannon, 

Shane and families; 
Gord & Bonnie 

and families.

OBITUARYOBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM
MICHAEL 

CHYMYSHYN
December 6, 2023
Sadly missed along 

life’s way
Quietly remembered, 

day by day
No longer in 

our lives to share
But in our hearts, 

you are always there.
Love Evelyn and family

IN MEMORIAM

DESTINY HANSEN
February 4, 1985 - 
December 24, 2015

LLOYD LARSON JR.
February 12, 1980 - 
December 1, 2023

Our hearts still ache 
in sadness

And secret tears still flow
What it means to lose you

No one will ever know 
Remembered Forever 

Cindy, Grandma Betty, 
David, Shaydon & Brad

ST. OUENS COUNTRY 
CHURCH

Come and fellowship with us 
at St. Ouens Country Church. 
We are 1/4 mile south of Hwy 
44 on St. Ouens Rd. For fur-
ther information, call Pastors 
Darrell & Maralee Wurch 204-
268-1629 or wurchpastor@
gmail.com

GRACE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH SERVICE

418 Gertrude, Beausejour, 
MB. Call 204-268-2724 for 
more information. Everyone 
Welcome!

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, THALBERG

Worship every Sunday at 11:00 
AM. Sunday School during 
worship, everyone welcome!
Contact Lana at 204-635-2009.

SAINT JULIAN’S 
TABLE

Our roots are Anglican, Cath-
olic, Mennonite, Lutheran, 
Evangelical and Indigenous. 
We have not cut ourselves 
off from any of these, but are 
growing together in a life at 
the end of us versus them. 
Currently we are gathering on 
bi-weekly Sundays at Plough-
shares Community Farm or 
on Zoom at 10:30am. Email 
saintjulianstable@gmail.com 
or call Marcus at 204-205-
0664 for directions.

BEAUSEJOUR 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

We are a family church where 
everyone is welcome. For 
more info, phone Pastor Ben 
Boutwell at 204-268-9950, 
or visit our website at www.
beausejourchurch.org 

ELIM BAPTIST 
CHURCH

We welcome you to join us for 
worship every Sunday at 10:30 
am for music, teaching and 
fellowship. 645 James Ave., 
Beausejour.

SACRED HEART OF 
JESUS ROMAN 

CATHOLIC PARISH
Sunday mass at 9:00 am (18 
Pine Avenue in Garson). Daily 
Mass Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 9:00 a.m. Info: 
Father Sylvanus Omali, 204-
444-2248. www.sacredheart 
garson.com 

GRACE LIFE 
CHURCH

Call Pastor Mark at 204-266-
0886 or visit gracelifebeause 
jour.ca for more information.

PINE FALLS
PINE FALLS UNITED 

CHURCH
Please join us for Sunday 
worship at 10:30 a.m. at Pine 
Falls United Church, 5 Walnut 
Street, Pine Falls.

NOTRE DAME DU LAUS
Our Mass times are every Sat-
urday at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Notre Dame 
du Laus Catholic Church in 
Powerview-Pine Falls.

LAC DU BONNET
NOTRE DAME DU LAC 

CATHOLIC PARISH
Notre Dame du Lac Catholic 
Parish (English Mass) Satur-
day @ 5 Sunday @ 11. All 
welcome to join us.

ABUNDANT LIFE 
CHAPEL

90-4th Str., LdB. abundantlife 
chapel.ca 204-345-2934. Pas-
tor James Schwab.

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OF THE CROSS

253 McArthur Ave. LdB Wor-
ship service is every Sunday at 
11 am. All are welcome. Contact 
us at luthldb@outlook.com Call 
Pastor Kolleen Karlowsky-
Clark at 204-272-0444.

RIVER HILLS
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
Regular 11:00 a.m. service. 
Following health guidelines.

WHITEMOUTH
REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
Sunday Service starts at 9:30 
A.M. Phone 204-348-2855.

SEVEN SISTERS
WHITESHELL BAPTIST 

CHURCH
74158 PR 408, Seven Sisters 
Falls. Visit: www.whiteshell 
baptist.com 204-348-2536.

REYNOLDS
EAST BRAINTREE 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
Service on Sundays at 11:00 
a.m. Located south of Hwy 
#1, a short distance on PR 308, 
we are non-denominational. 
We seek to build one another 
up in the wisdom and love 
of God; to provide all with a 
better understanding of His 
forgiveness and saving grace in 
Christ Jesus. We welcome you 
to come and visit and share in 
the learning of how much God 
is ready to extend His love and 
care for you and the positive 
things He can do in your life. 
Larry Friesen at 204-346-2355.

 . . . continued from page 15

IN MEMORIAM
DANNY 

STEFFES
December 7, 2022

Two years have passed
And I miss 

your corny jokes
And the talks 

we often shared.
Gone but not forgotten.

Love Olga Relf 
& family
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NOTICES
Advertisements and statements 
contained herein are the sole 
responsibility of the persons or 
entities that post the advertise-
ment, and the Manitoba Com-
munity Newspaper Association 
and membership do not make 
any warranty as to the accuracy, 
completeness, truthfulness or 
reliability of such advertise-
ments. For greater information 
on advertising conditions, please 
consult the Association’s Blan-
ket Advertising Conditions on 
our website at www.mcna.com.

BOOK YOUR CHRIST-
MAS ADS RIGHT NOW! 
Maximize your business 
plan before year end. Early 
deadlines are in place. Now 
booking advertising for the 
remainder of 2024. Plan your 
success! Have your blanket 
classified ads seen in the 31 
Member Newspapers which 
are seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. Please 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER 
NOW to book, or call MCNA 
at (204) 947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. MCNA - 
Manitoba Community News-
papers Association. www.
mcna.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR SALE

AUCTIONS HEALTH

WANTED

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RELEAS-
ES - Have a newsworthy item 
to announce? An exciting 
change in operations? Though 
we cannot guarantee publica-
tion, MCNA will get the infor-
mation into the right hands for 
ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST. 
Call MCNA (204) 947-1691 
for more information. See www.
mcna.com under the “Types of 
Advertising” tab for more details. 

FINANCIAL           
Private mortgage lender. All 
real estate types considered. 
No credit checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-405-
1228 www.firstandsecond 
mortgages.ca

BE SEEN   
IN THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

An economical way to get your message to over 
13,000 households throughout North Eastman!
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By Brian Adolph
Red Moon Road, long-time 

staples of Winnipeg’s music 
scene, showcased their artistry 
and showmanship in an Eastern 
Manitoba Concert Association 
performance full of Christmas 
cheer on Nov. 29 in Pinawa.

The self-described proto-pop 
avant-folk group played a full 
spectrum of Christmas music. 
Traditional favourites like Good 
King Wenceslas and Il est né le 
Divin Enfant were beautifully 
performed, while the band showed 
their chops and creative spark with 
a funk-infused Little Drummer 
Boy and a hilarious version of 
Deck the Halls sung to the tune of 
Black Sabbath’s War Pigs.

Highly creative arrangements 
of traditional Christmas fare were 
at the heart of the show and al-
lowed all six performers to shine.

Joining Red Moon Road were 
Logan Picton (guitar, vocals 
and mandolin), Keiran Placatka 
(keyboards and vocals), and com-
pleting a trio of Daniels, Daniel 
Roy (drums and vocals). Collec-
tively referred to as the ‘Shelf-less 
Elves’ they proved to be top shelf 
players and allowed the band to 
achieve their rich musical settings 
and choir harmonies.

The group centred on the 
vocals and theatrics of Sheena 
Rattai. Decked out in sequins and 
a natural performer she was in one 
moment Marilyn Monroe croon-
ing Santa Baby and in the next a 
megaphone-wielding elf named 
Sprinkles calling out Santa in 
When the Elves Organize. Rattai 

dazzled throughout the show with 
the amazing vocal range she’s 
known for.

Vocalists and multi-instrumen-
talists Daniel Péloquin-Hopfner 
and Daniel Jordan added some the-

atrical flair in a playful second-set 
pantomime. A mysterious present 
addressed ‘To Daniel’ sparked 
a musical duel, culminating in a 
spirited duet on the gift – a slightly 
absurd twin-necked banjo-bass

The group ended their per-
formance with a note-perfect a 
cappella rendition of Carol of 
the Bells.

With its blend of humour, the-
atrics and terrific music, A Simple 

Kind of Christmas truly made the 
season bright.

EMCA’s next concert is March 
1, 2025 when Ian Sherwood 
brings his contemporary folk/pop 
artistry to Pinawa.

Photo by Derrek Owen
Red Moon Road’s Daniel Péloquin-Hopfner (left), Sheena Rattai and Daniel Jordan showcased their artistry 

and showmanship for an EMCA audience.

Red Moon Road: A Simple Kind of Christmas


